Refractory anemia terminating in acute megakaryoblastic leukemia (M7).
A 72-year-old man with refractory anemia (RA) developed overt megakaryoblastic leukemia after the course of RA with excess of blasts. The blasts were positive for platelet peroxidase activity and had platelet glycoproteins (GPs) such as GPIIb/IIIa and GPIIIa. The bone marrow biopsy at terminal stage disclosed marked fibrosis. The nature of the megakaryoblasts was investigated. The blasts did not differentiate morphologically into mature megakaryocytes with TPA addition. In vitro colony assay showed the failure of colony-forming unit, megakaryocyte growth in peripheral blood. The pathogenesis of myelofibrosis in our patient is discussed.